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PRIVACY REFORM: 
WHERE WE ARE, WHERE WE’RE GOING



WHY IS PRIVACY IMPORTANT?



CURRENT PRIVACY LANDSCAPE

Hammond 

v. 

NZ Credit Union Baywide

$105 K 



Reviewing the Privacy Act:

• Necessary and Desirable (1998)

• Law Commission Review (2011)

• Privacy Commissioner’s Section 26 

Report to Government (2017)

• Privacy Bill Introduced to parliament 

(2018)



Considerations for our submission on Privacy Bill

• Do the provisions in the Privacy Bill 

enhance or retain privacy rights for 

New Zealanders? 

• Is any compliance burden on 

agencies justified? 



Privacy Bill 2019 – key changes

• Mandatory data breach notification – threshold 

“significant harm”

• Compliance notices

• New criminal offences

• Binding decisions on access requests 

• Media exemption





European Union GDPR 

A gold standard for data privacy

• Fines 4% of global turnover

• Right to be Forgotten

• Mandatory PIA requirements

• Enhanced Privacy by Design requirements

• Accountability requirements

• Algorithmic transparency

• Data portability

• More stringent consent requirements.



Challenges for privacy in future

• Machine-learning and AI
• Powerful social media networks
• Brain-reading headsets
• Deepfakes
• Facial recognition technology and drones



Future focus for privacy in NZ

• Greater Penalty powers 

• Data portability

• Protection against reidentification

• Narrowing the defences available to agencies

• Reforming the public register principles 

• Justice Minister acknowledges there may need 

to be future work on privacy reform



Alsford decision



Hager v Westpac



MSD s11 investigation



Our resources





E-learning



FOR MORE INFO

Check out our website:  www.privacy.org.nz.

Find us on Twitter, Facebook, LinkedIn and YouTube

Post a question on AskUs

Or give us a call - 0800 803 909



QUESTIONS? 


